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that which thy faithful servant hath told us by
word of mouth. And not for this only do we give
continual thanks to thy piety, but for all the boons
which thou hast conferred upon me from the day
on which my littleness became known to thee.
Thou didst begin with the very best for me, thou
hast gone on to better still. Wherefore with con-
tinual prayers I pray the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that having granted thee all that is best in
earthly felicity. He may deign to grant to thee
eternally the far realms of everlasting beatitude.

ff If I were present with thee I would urge very
many things on thy venerable dignity, if oppor-
tunity were afforded for thee to hear and for me
to speak. For the pen of love is often wont to
stir the deep things of my heart, to treat of -the
prosperity of thy excellency, the stability of the
kingdom to thee by God given, and the profit of
the holy Church of Christ. The Church is per-
turbed by the multiform wickedness of evil men,
and stained by the nefarious attempts of the vilest,
not of ignoble persons only, but of some also among
the greatest and highest. This is matter for deep
fear.

" Up to this time, there have been three loftiest
persons in the world. One, the apostolical sub-
limityj which is wont to rule by vicarial office the
see of the blessed Peter, chief of the Apostles.
What has been done against him who has been
the ruler of that see, thy venerated goodness has
taken care to make known to me* Another^ the
imperial dignity and secular power of the second
Rome. How impiously the governor of that empire
has been deposed, not by those of another race, but